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INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOWNLOADING DATA FROM MONTANAVIEW 
 

Text or Coordinate Search 

 

Click on the “text/coordinate search” link.  This will direct you to a form to enter 

search criteria to assist in locating desired imagery.  See Figure 1. 

 

 

Figure 1. Text search form 

 

Here, imagery can be located using: place names, features, or map coordinates.  

This is particularly helpful in areas where the location is split over multiple scenes.  

Search examples are provided below including instructions on how to download and 

extract imagery from a zipped folder. 

 

 

Example coordinate search: 

 

Coordinate searches are most useful when the geographic location and coordinates 

of the area of interest are already known.  For this example, we will be interested in 

locating imagery for the Helena area.  We’ll search using latitude and longitude 

coordinates in decimal degrees, but as shown in Figure 2, you may choose other 

coordinates from the drop down menu. 

 

  

Figure 2.  Coordinates search methods 
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Figure 3.  Form for entering decimal degree coordinates 

 

 

Type the coordinates 

“latitude 46.58 and 

longitude 112.02” as shown 

in Figure 3 (the longitudinal 

value should be a negative 

112, but in this case it is 

implied and not needed).  

Click on the “Locate” button 

to find imagery which 

corresponds to these 

coordinates.   
 

 

The search results include a 

long list of imagery from 

three different path/row 

combinations overlapping the Helena area coordinates chosen.  From these results, 

one can select the path/row combination which provides the most coverage of the 

area of interest.   

 

You have now completed the example coordinate search.  If you wish to find imagery 

using the text search, continue to the next section for instructions on how to do so.  

If you’d like instructions for downloading and saving imagery, skip to page three of 

this document. 

 

 

Example text search:   

 

You are interested in using satellite imagery to examine lakes in Glacier National 

Park as part of a larger study examining the effects of climate change on national 

parks.  Under “Select a method for searching,” select the default, “Named Features”. 

Type “glacier national park” and click the search button.  The search results yield 

four items to select from.  See Figure 4. 

 

 

Figure 4. Returned search results 

 

Select the first item on the list, “Glacier National Park;” feature type “park.”  The 

search resulted in one scene from July 07, 2001 (shown in Figure 5). 
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Figure 6. File download dialog box 

 

 

Figure 5. Glacier National Park search results 

 

You have now completed the example text search.  If you’d like to download the 

selected imagery, proceed to the next section with instructions for downloading and 

saving MontanaView imagery. 

 

 

Downloading and Saving Selected Imagery 

 

From this page, select the desired imagery to be downloaded.  To do this, click on 

the arrow        located under the “download” heading. 

 

The file download dialog box (Figure 6) will appear asking whether to Open or Save 

the file. 

 

 

Please note the size of the zipped 

folder pictured in Figure 6. The 

average size of a zipped folder is 

approximately 300MB, and 

unzipped folders range from 500-

550MB.  This download will occupy 

and require a relatively large 

amount of computer memory.  

Please be sure this space is 

available on your computer prior to 

downloading.  
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Click “Save” and choose a location 

on your computer where you will 

store your data.  The download 

process will take a fair amount of 

time depending on the speed of 

your connection.  When the 

download is complete, the folder 

will have to be “unzipped” or 

extracted from the compressed 

folder.  If you have a licensed copy 

of WinZip, you can use it to open 

your folder.  If not, Windows users 

can open the folder using the 

extract option from Windows 

Explorer.  Double click on the 

zipped folder and select from the 

options on the left of the dialog 

box (see Figure 7), “Extract all 

files.”  Follow the extract wizard to 

select an appropriate location for 

your data.   

 

Figure 7.  Windows Explorer extract 

 

Once the data has been extracted it can be viewed using various GIS and remote 

sensing software packages.  For more information on how to use this imagery in 

relevant exercises and tutorials, visit the MontanaView resources page at 

http://montanaview.org/resources.aspx and click on the link for tutorials.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


